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Wind Expo Draws a Crowd 

FLOYDADA, Texas, March 9, 2010– It was tough to find a parking space at the Unity Center in 
Floyd County on Thursday March 4th. The parking lot was at full capacity, packed with wind 
industry professionals who had booths at the event and others hoping to learn more about the 
industry and its future in the Texas panhandle.   

The wind energy expo hosted by Caprock Plains Wind Energy Association brought in a crowd of 
nearly 300 people from across the South Plains. Attendees came to meet with developers, 
transmission companies, consultants and manufacturers as well as educational and advocacy 
groups working in wind energy.  

“The event was well attended and a testament to the optimism of wind energy development in 
West Texas,” said the Floydada Economic Development Corporation Executive Director Justin 
Jaworski.  “Floydada EDC is currently working to help develop a proper incentive program for 
wind farms and looks forward to assisting this process in the near future.” 

Local companies in the Texas Panhandle such as Turbines Over Texas and Alternative Energy 
Specialties were hoping to use CPWEA’s wind energy expo to promote their products and 
services.  

Randy Craig is an associate professor of biology at Wayland Baptist University in Plainview, but 
three years ago he began building a residential wind turbine with other local residents. Craig and 
the Turbines Over Texas crew had the turbine that they are currently manufacturing on display at 
the expo.  
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“Through much trial and error we feel that we have achieved a small-wind residential, rural 
turbine that will allow more people to assist with rising electrical costs and reduce their carbon 
foot-print on the Earth,” Craig said. “The expo was an opportunity for our small manufacturing 
company to increase the awareness of our wind turbine company and its presence in Hale 
County, Texas.” 

Alternative Energy Specialties located in Abernathy, Texas also had an exhibit at the event. 
Their exhibit featured a patent pending meteorological tower (often times referred to as a met 
tower) that they manufacture locally.  

“Our Tall-Tilt™ 60 thru 80 meter met towers are patent pending technology and were designed 
and engineered by a local team here in the Lubbock area in 2009,” said Glenn Van Slyke, a 
member of the Alternative Energy Specialties team. “It was beneficial to be in the same venue 
with the companies that use our products since what we provide is in place, and many times 
gone, long before power is generated by a turbine.” 

Hill Country Wind Power is one of the developers that local representatives like Van Slyke were 
happy to see at the event. HCWP develops small to mid-sized wind farms. They are a non-
traditional wind farm developer as they focus on selling retail electricity from their projects to 
large end-users like co-ops, school districts and hospitals.  

John McNair, director of land acquisitions at HCWP, said their focus was to take care of the 
landowner first. He noted that selling electricity at retail benefits landowners, investors and local 
communities.  

 “At the expo I met primarily with landowners in areas we are targeting, some who represented 
target areas as far as two and a half hours from the expo location,” McNair said. “That speaks 
volumes about what CPWEA is doing, facilitating the introduction of developers to landowners 
in the windiest areas of Texas.” 
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